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Resources for English Literature

1. Books

Works of interest to English students will largely be found on the First floor under classmark P:

English language (Old and Middle) PE
General literature works PN
Specifically English literature PR
American literature in English PS
Classical tragedy works PA

Standard reference works (OED, Roget's Thesaurus, dictionaries of quotations, handbooks of English us-
age, etc.) may be found in the Reference section on the Ground floor.

The arrangement of the Literature section is as follows:

PN 1-241 General works

PN 441-1009 Literary history

PN 1010-1525 Poetry

PN 1600-3307 Drama

PN 3311-3503 Prose

PN 4001-4355 Oratory

PN 4699-5650 Journalism

PN 6010-6790 Collections of general literature

English literature:

PR 1-78 Literary history and criticism

PR 111-116 Women authors (general works)
PR 125-138 Comparisons with other literatures
PR 161-479 Literary history by period

PR 171-236 Anglo-Saxon literature (to 1066)
PR 251-369 Medieval. Middle English. (1066 - 1500)
PR 401-429 English Renaissance (1500 - 1640)



PR 431-439 17th century
PR 441-449 18th century
PR 451-469 19th century
PR 471-479 20th century

PR 500-681 Poetry

PR 621-739 Drama

PR 750-888 Prose

PR 901-981 Miscellaneous

Anthologies:

PR 1098-1369 Collections of English literature

Works of English literature arranged chronologically, then alphabetically by author within each period:

PR 1490-1799 Anglo-Saxon literature

PR 1803-2165 Anglo-Norman period. Early & Middle English

PR 2199-3195 English Renaissance (1500 - 1640)

PR 3291-3785 17th & 18th centuries (1640 - 1770)

PR 3991-5990 19th century (1770/1800 - 1890/1900)

PR 6000-6049 1900-1960

PR 6050-6076 1961-

PR 8309-9680 English literature : provincial, local, and outside England

American literature:

PS 1-478 Literary history and criticism

PS 501-688 Collections of American literature

PS 700-3576 Individual authors

PS 700-893 Colonial period (17th & 18th century)
PS 991-3390 19th century

PS 3500-3549 1900 - 1960

PS 3550-3576 1961 -



2. Journals

All of the Library’s journal holdings, listed by subject, are available via the website:

www.joh.cam.ac.uk/journals

Bound journals are located in the main Penrose sequence on the First Floor. Unbound recent journals
are in the periodicals area on the Ground Floor, these include:

Essays in criticism PR 1.E8
Literary Review Ground Floor
London Review of Books Ground Floor
Review of English studies PR 1.R4

Ejournals can be searched via eresources@cambridge (see below for more information).

3. Electronic Resources

The Library Gateway provides a complete guide to electronic resources available across the University:

www.lib.cam.ac.uk/eresources/index.php

Select ‘English and American Literature’ from the drop-down menu.

Key resources include:

Arts and Humanities Citation Index
Early English Books Online

JSTOR

LION

Oxford Dictionary of National Biography

Eighteenth Century Collections Online

The English Faculty website has links to online literary and bibliographic resources and relevant societies:
www.english.cam.ac.uk/resources.htm

As well as a site dedicated to subject guides by period and genre:
www.english.cam.ac.ulk/efllib/index.php?page=by-subject

Note: A Raven password is required for remote access off-campus.



Recommendations

The College Library aims to provide all works necessary for Part One courses, and a selection of the most
important works for Part Two. We receive reading lists from the departmental libraries in advance of each
academic year, and continually update the Library collections in response to requests from Directors of
Studies, supervisors, and students. If texts you require for your course are not available in the College Li-
brary, please talk to a member of Library staff. Recommendation cards for new purchases are located at
the Issue Desk, and all reasonable requests will be considered.

Help

If you have any difficulty in tracing the material you need, whether in printed or electronic format, please
ask a member of Library staff for assistance.
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